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intervals of peace, for thirty years, ending
with the Battle of Bosworth in 1485.
At the beginning of the struggle, Henry
VI, a Lancastrian, was on the throne. His
chief opponent was Richard, Duke of York.
During the struggle Henry was deposed, then
reinstated and deposed a second time, while
the head of the Yorkist faction, Edward IV,
managed to hold the throne, with the excep-
tion of a short interval, from 1461 to 1483.
After the accession of Richard III, a rising
occurred under the Duke of Richmond, who
drove Richard from the throne and himself
was crowned king as Henry YIL He mar-
ried Elizabeth, daughter of Edward IY, and
thus united the two factions.
ROSET'TA STONE, a tablet of black
basalt found near Rosetta, Egypt, by a
French engineer in 1799, and now in the
British Museum. The tablet contains iden-
tical inscriptions in ancient Egyptian hiero-
glyphics, in Demotic, a modified form of the
Egyptian writing, and in Greek. By com-
paring the Egyptian characters with the
Greek a clue to these ancient writings was
found, so the Rosetta stone is considered to
be the key to the ancient Egyptian hiero-
glyphics. The inscription on the stone
was in honor of Ptolemy Y, Epiphanes, and
was made in 195 b. c. See hieroglyphics.
ROSE WINDOW, a circular window, di-
vided into compartments by mullions and
tracery radiating from a center, also called
Catharine wheel and marigold window^ ac-
cording to the modifications of the design. It
forms a fine feature in the church architec-
ture of the thirteenth and fourteenth cen-
turies, and it is mostly employed in the
triangular spaces of gables. In France it is
much used, and notwithstanding difficulties of
construction, it has attained great size. Fine
examples are to be seen in the cathedrals of
PariSj Rheims, and Amiens. During the
World War a number of these windows,
which were exquisite works of art, were de-
stroyed.
ROSE'WOOD, the name of several varie-
ties of wood used in making musical instru-
ments and ornamental furniture. The rose-
woods are -usually of a deep rose color,
marked with dark lines, which under polish-
ing becomes almost black. The woods are
used in veneering furniture and in making
the cases of pianos and other musical instru-
ments. The best wood is obtained from
Brazil, the East Indies and Africa. The odor
 of rosewood is noticeably like that of roses,
and from this fact the name is derived.
ROSIN, ros'in, the resin of cone-bearing
trees, especially pitch pine, from which it
may exude in small quantities. The resin of
commerce is prepared by distilling turpen-
tine. The resin remains in the tank, and the
turpentine passes over. Rosin is brittle and
of yellowish-brown color, and it has a charac-
teristic odor, but is practically tasteless. It
is used in the manufacture of sealing wax,
varnish, cement and soap; for soldering, and
in the manufacture of various kinds of plas-
ter and cement. See resins ; turpentine.
ROSS, alexander (1783-1856), a Cana-
dian pioneer and author. He went to Can-
ada from Scotland in 1805, joined Astor's
expedition to Oregon in 1810 and was after-
ward a fur trader in the Hudson Bay Com-
pany's service. He is the author of Adven-
tures of the First Settlers on the Oregon, The
Fur Hunters of the Far West and The "Red
River Settlement.
BOSS, betsy (1752-1836), a Philadelphia
seamstress who became famous in American
history as the maker of the first United States
flag. In June, 1777, a committee from Con-
gress, headed by General Washington, came
to her house at 239 Arch Street to commission
her to make a flag according to a design
adopted by Congress on June 14. The flag
Mrs. Ross made had thirteen stars arranged
in a circle on a blue ground, and thirteen
stripes, alternate red and white. It was so
much admired that the government made a
contract with her to make all the flags, and it
engaged the daughter of Mrs. Ross to con-
tinue the work long after her mother's death.
The house on Arch Street is preserved as a
memorial of the famous seamstress.
ROSS, james clark, Sir (1800-1862), an
Arctic and Antarctic explorer, born in Lon-
don. He entered the British navy at the
age of twelve, accompanied his uncle, Sir
John Ross, on his two voyages in search of a
northwest passage and in the interval be-
tween them accompanied Captain Parry in
four Arctic voyages. He was promoted to
the rank of post captain in 1834, particu-
larly for the determination of the position of
the north magnetic pole. He commanded the
expedition of the Erebus and Terror to Ant-
arctic regions (1839-1843), and discovered
Victoria Land and several islands. He at-
tained latitude 78° 10' S., a record which was
not broken until 1900. His published narra-

